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May 11. The papers, and especially those of New York,
are complaining of the court which is to try the assassins,
and their assault is the more severe because it is alleged
that the session is to be secret. This subject is pretty much
given over to the management of the War Department,
since Attorney-General Speed and Judge-Advocate-Gen-
eral Holt affirm that to be legal, and a military court the
only real method of eliciting the whole truth. It would be
impolitic, and, I think, unwise and injudicious, to shut off
all spectators and make a "Council of Ten" of this Com-
mission. The press will greatly aggravate the objections,
and do already.

May 12, Friday. The President does not yet sufficiently
generalize., but goes too much into unimportant details,
and personal appeals. He will, however, correct this with a
little experience, I have no doubt.

I inquired of the Secretary of War if there is any founda-
tion for the assertion that the trial of the assassins is to be
in secret. He says it will not be secret, although the doors
will not be open to the whole public immediately. Full and
minute reports of all the testimony and proceedings will be
taken and in due time published; and trusty and reliable
persons, in limited numbers, will have permission to at-
tend. This will relieve the proceeding of some of its objec-
tionable features.

Stanton has undertaken to get the projected amnesty
proclamation (as last altered, amended, corrected, and
improved) printed, also the form of government for North
Carolina as last shaped, and as far as anything decisive had
taken place. Dennison inquired when he might have
copies, and he promises to send immediately. The truth is,
it is still in the hands of the President, who will shape it
right. King has been of service in this matter.

May 13 and 14. The piratical ram Stonewall has reached
Nassau and is anchored in the outer harbor, from which